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SNOW CARNIVALS 
THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD 


Winter festivals and snow carnivals are 
‘one of mankind's most encient traditions. 
Ever since prehistoric times people in the 
northland have ‘welcomed the winter sol- 
stice with songs and celebration. 

In the depths of the-winter as the worm- 
ing sun seemed to lose its power, primitive 
‘man built large bonfires to help the sun re- 
kindle its strength. In later centuries the 
yule log was dragged through the snow fo 
be burned in the castle hall during the 
midwinter rev 

These midwinter festivals were offen the 
‘occasion for contests in which men would 
disploy their feats of skills ond strength. In 
the north primitive man knew how to skate 
‘ond ski as early asthe late Stone Age ond 
Bronze Age. It is probable that at winter 
gotherings ski and snow contests were fea- 
tured parts of the celebration. 

Today snow festivals and winter cori 
vals are held throughout the entire civilized 
world. Indeed there are some lands such as 
Holland and Switzerland where the coming 
of winter brings a kind of carnival spirit to 
the entire countryside. 

Within the last seventy-five years winter 
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throughout the Northern Hemisphere. By 
the end of the nineteenth century several 
winter resort areas were established in the 
Alpine regions, and one of the first was 
Chamonix in eastern France. Another, 
Switzerland's St. Moritz, is now probably 
the world’s most famous winter sports area. 

As enthusiasm for winter sports grew, 
enthusiasts began to demand that such 
sports as skiing and skating ke included in 
the Internationa! Olympics. In February 
1954, the first winter Olympic program 
‘tock place at Chamonix. In what was prob- 
ably the first great winter sports gathering 
‘of modern times, skaters, skiers and bob- 
sledders traveled to Chamonix from all 
over the world. This was undoubtedly the 
beginning of the modem snow carnival. 

‘As skating ond skiing grew more popy- 
lor in the United States, winter resorts be- 
‘gon to spring up. Fomed Lake Placid in the 
‘Adirondacks is one of the oldest. Each win- 
ter the area around Lake Placid takes on a 
camival atmosphere os sportsmen from all 
‘over the country come to enjoy the season's 
sports events. 

‘At Darimouth in New Hampshire the stu- 
dents celebrate an annual winter cornival. 
College students and sports enthusiasts 
pour into town from all corners of the land 
fora gale celebration. Among the features 
of this cnnual event are the foiryland 
sculptures created out of snow and ice 
Which heve mede the Darimouth Snow 
Carnival world famous. 

Within the recent past, winter carnivals 
have been staged at Sun Valley in the 
Rocky Mountains of Idoho and ot Aspen, 
Colorado, There in sun-drenched volleys 
sheltered by the Rockies, resort owners 
hove been able to add open-air swimming 
pools to their facilities. The swimmers are 
shielded by glass walls, of course. But who 
knows? Perhaps some dey swimming toe 
will become part and parcel of every snow 
carnival. 

Within the past few years Australians 
ond New Zealanders have become winter 
sports conscious. Since the seasons “down 
under'' are the reverse of our own we may 
soon find winter snow carnivals. taking 
plece somewhere on earth at any time of 
shavaar 
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